
 

Diary Dates 

 

External Review 

Tuesday 18th June—Thursday 20th June 

Pyjama Day 

Friday 21st June—gold coin donation or 

donation of new warm items for Hutt St Centre 

Quiz Night 

Saturday 29th June 

End of Term 2, Early Dismissal 2.10pm 

Friday 5 July 

NEXT Pupil Free Day 

Monday 22nd July 

Principal:                Mr Iain Elliott 

Deputy Principal:   Mr Joel Catchlove 

Senior Leader:        Mr. Aaron Bayliss 

Phone:   08 8293 1204 

Fax:    08 8293 1673 

OSHC:   08 8293 8085 

Email:  dl.0548.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Web:  blackforestps.sa.edu.au 

 Find us on Facebook! 

Newsletter  

Term 2  Week 6  No. 9 – 6th June 2019  

 

 

From the Principal 

Reading at Home 

You will no doubt have heard many teachers and school leaders talk about, 

hopefully promote, the benefit and importance of reading at home.  You 

will be glad to know they weren’t wrong and I am no different!  Aside from 

the obvious ‘attitude’ that you promote towards reading that your children 

will learn from, research about reading at home for 20 minutes per day 

also supports the importance of this for reading and vocabulary 

development.   

 

Educators have long said 

reading makes people smarter, 

and there’s research backing 

them up.  Research shows that 

children who read for 20 

minutes per day achieve much 

higher in standardised tests than 

children who read less than this, 

as the image to the right shows 

us.  

 

This is compelling data on the 

benefits of encouraging your 

child to read. 

 

Adding to the benefits to 

reading, vocabulary knowledge 

equates to masterful spelling. In 

fact, reading, spelling and 

vocabulary are critically 

important to a child's literacy 

achievement.  

Winter is here! 

Why not ask your child to keep a spare pair of 

socks in their bag for those “accidental”  

puddle-splashing days, and pack a raincoat! 
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CAT (Computational and Algorithmic Thinking) Challenge 

 

The CAT Challenge, presented by the Australian Maths Trust, 

challenges students to solve a series of problems using skills 

associated with computer programming.  

 

Congratulations to the following participants: 

 

Participation 

Khali A, Ruby B, Aiden F, Senithi G, Donelly R, Jasmine C, 

Joseph H, Ryan H, David K, Annabel Q, Lucy T, Micah C, 

Jeremy T 

 

Credit 

Thomas J, Sarah C, Kai W, Angelina Z 

 

Distinction 

Ethan T 

RESPECT   ENDEAVOUR   COLLABORATION   RESPONSIBILITY   CREATIVITY 

Congratulations to the following students for demonstrating 

School Values  

Charlie S, Scarlett W, Angelina Z, Henry F, Chloe D, Riddhima 

B, Adamina R, Beau M, Levi W, Lucy H, Omo I, Tyler D, Mollie 

O, Junior C, Riti R, Adel H, Charlie S,  

 

Learning Achievements 

Thenuka D, Thom B, Matilda B, Asha B, Robel G, George P, 

Emma C R, Kayana A, Gretel K, Sophie O, Archie E, Sara M, 

Ridley S, Eloise L, Zac W, Charlie K,  

 

Thank you for helping our school to be a safe  

and happy place to work and learn 

Is your home computer in need of 

an upgrade/downgrade? 

We have a number of very well-

loved keyboards and 17” LCD 

screens available for purchase! 

Own your slice of Black Forest 

history, with keyboards that have 

been enthusiastically pecked at, 

or screens that have been stared 

at for countless hours, by 

generations of Black Forest 

students! 

Screens $5.00 

Keyboards $2.00 

Contact the front office for 

more information! 

Teaching Reading 

Learning to read is one of the most important educational out-

comes of primary education. The ability to read is fundamental to 

children’s learning, including their development of broader literacy 

skills, and to their future successful participation in society, includ-

ing the workforce. Reading is a complex process that involves both 

learning to decode texts and learning to make meaning from texts.  
 

There are six components essential to reading instruction, which 

we refer to as the Big 6 in Reading: 

 

 phonological awareness 

 phonics 

 vocabulary 

 fluency 

 comprehension 

 oral language  

To be effective readers children need to be able to use the six 

components in combination. An integrated approach to explicit 

reading instruction is therefore essential to provide relevant learn-

ing connected to other experiences. While teachers may highlight 

individual components at different times, they are not a set of iso-

lated skills and need to be integrated throughout reading opportu-

nities across the day.  

You may well have heard a little about some of these, comprehen-

sion, fluency, vocabulary and oral language are terms I’m sure you 

would have heard of before, and perhaps you have heard about 

phonics and phonological awareness too.  I will share a little of 

each of these areas of reading with you over the next few newslet-

ters which I hope will help you to understand the process(es) we 

use here to teach reading. over the next few newsletters which I 

hope will help you to understand the process(es) we use here to 

teach reading.  
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PARKING DURING DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP 

School drop-off and pick-up is always a busy time, with a significant impact on surrounding residents and businesses. With 85% of 

our students living within 2 km of school, we encourage walking and riding as the preferred means to get to school, however for 

those who need to drive, please be aware that the pick-up and drop-off areas around the school are regularly patrolled by SA 

Police and Council Parking Inspectors to ensure compliance with road rules. Recently some people have been parking in the “No 

Parking” areas, marked by painted diagonal yellow lines in the carpark between the gym and South Road. We have requested that 

Unley Council patrols this area regularly as parking in these areas prevents other drivers from safely turning around to exit the 

carpark. 

WET WEATHER 

Winter is here! In the wet weather we encourage children to bring a spare pair of socks in case of 

puddle-splashing, and pack a raincoat! While we ring the rain bell during break times when it’s 

particularly wet, we acknowledge that physical activity is an essential part of health and wellbeing, so 

in the case of a brief, light shower, students are encouraged to dress appropriately, take cover and 

get back to playing when the rain passes! 

Perhaps a onesie from natureplaysa.org.au is just the thing!  

 

CENTENARY COOKBOOK 

The amazing team behind the Centenary Cookbook project have been madly organising and testing the hundreds of recipes 

submitted for inclusion, and now they need your help! The Cookbook is based on a successful project conducted by other schools 

around Australia (such as Blackheath Primary School in the Blue Mountains, NSW) and has the potential to raise a significant 

amount of funds to support our children’s learning and development. One element of this project is the sourcing of sponsorship 

from local businesses or enterprises connected to the school to contribute to this exciting community project while also gaining 

some exposure for their business. If you own, work for or are otherwise connected with a business that you think would be keen to 

support this project, please get in touch with bfpscookbook@gmail.com.  

The Cookbook crew are also seeking volunteers to assist with approaching businesses to discuss this project further. Get in touch! 

NETBALL NEWS 
 

We have had a great start to the 2019 netball season with a record number 

of players and teams. For the first time in recent memory, BFPS have been 

able to field 6 teams in the SAJNA competition, with 56 students registered 

to play - go Black Forest!  

Our coaches are doing a great job and our players are enjoying being out 

on the court with their friends old and new.  

Thank you to all our parent helpers who keep score, time, chop the 

oranges and cheer the kids on loudly every week. Also, a shoutout to our 

umpires this year. All of them are BFPS old scholars learning new skills and 

earning a bit of extra pocket money.   

In an exciting development for gender equality and inclusion, the SAJNA is 

no longer putting a limit on the number of boys who can play in one team. 

SAJNA are really encouraging boys to give netball a go and while we have 

not had any boys register to play for BFPS in 2019, we look forward to having some boys join us out on the court next year.  

Special big thanks to our super coaches - Briony, Jo, Corina, Kate, Kelly and Nikki. 

https://natureplaysa.org.au/product/onesies/
http://bpscookbook.com.au/
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FUNDRAISING UPDATES 

Gosh we’re lucky at Black Forest to have so many enthusiastic and dedicated parents committed to supporting the school. In our 

Centenary year, the Fundraising Committee has been working especially hard, raising funds for a special commemorative mural as 

well as other projects, resources and facilities upgrades to support learning at Black Forest. It’s through the work of this Committee 

that we’ve been able to redevelop Koala Park and Centenary Green into the spectacular Nature Play spaces they are now, 

together with funding a commercial pizza oven for use in the garden and much more. At the recent election, we had a legion of 

parents selling sausages, cakes and plants, raising a little over $2500! Congratulations, and thank you to all those who helped out. 

Next on the Calendar is Black Forest’s famous Quiz Night! Check out the information elsewhere in this newsletter. 

SPORTS NEWS 

Students from B.F.P.S have had an amazing start to term 2 in several 

Inter- School sporting carnivals and events. Our students have trained 

hard and enjoy high level competition against other very talented 

students in our Adelaide South East SAPSASA zone.  

We started off participating at this years A.S.E Inter-School Athletics 

Carnival which was held at SANTOS Stadium on Tuesday 30th April. 56 

children ( 28 girls and 28 boys ) competed in 8 various TRACK and 

FIELD events throughout the day with several children placing first, 

second and third. Students helping one another and providing support 

made this day a memorable event. Help from many parents and staff 

gave us an opportunity to make sure all children were at the 

appropriate events at the correct time and our school thanks you for 

your efforts. 

A HUGE congratulations go out to Lewis B and Wil M as they then went on to represent our district at this years STATE METRO 

CHAMPIONSHIPS. Lewis B had an extremely strong performance in 3 events ( 200 m, 800 m, and 1500 m  ) and Wil M's relay 

team almost made the final. Well done boys ... more news to follow as these two students have had more success this term. 

In week 5 our children had more opportunities to improve and compete against other students in two more sporting events. 

Year 6/7 BOYS KNOCKOUT SAPSASA FOOTBALL was held at Avenue Reserve against Westbourne Primary and Colonel Light 

Gardens P.S on Wednesday 29th April. It was a new format that gave schools a chance to play against 2 other schools on the 

same day. We played WPPS first and won comfortably. After a 30 minute rest we had to play our second game against a much 

stronger team that were fresh and ready to compete. After four quarters of tough, fair and physical football we went down to 

CLGPS who went on to win the Round 1 carnival. All boys were outstanding ambassadors and played extremely well in both 

games. Great effort boys and thanks for your professional performance on the day. 

6 boys from this squad  ( Wil M, Isaac D, Hamish F, Angus Mc, Jeremy T and Archie E ) were also asked to train and play at this 

years YEAR 6/7 BOYS ASE SAPSASA trials which were held on Thursday afternoons in weeks 3, 4 and 5. Watching over 45 boys 

from 10 local schools compete for only 22 positions is always a highlight and I'm pleased to announce that Wil M and Archie E 

will now be competing at this years STATE FOOTBALL CARNIVAL which be held in week 8 ( 17th - 20th June ). As coach of this 

team, it's always a pleasure to see local talent develop, grow and improve from year to year. I know that Wil and Archie will 

have an amazing experience and give 100% over four days and nine games of football. 

Our annual ASE SAPSASA CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS were only held last Friday and it was another incredible and 

challenging experience for 26 students from BFPS. After 4 weeks of training ( and lots more for others ) we arrived at 

Kensington Reserve ready to do our best and run 2 or 3 km's in our designated age groups.  

Marc Zinndorf 

R-7 PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER 

SAPSASA SPORTS COORDINATOR 



 1919  Centenary Celebration  2019 

 
ROOM 17 LEARNING NEWS—DreamBIG Children’s Festival 

On Wednesday 22
nd

 May Room 17 (along with Rooms 16, 18, 20 & 21) attended the 

DreamBIG Children’s Festival. Together we caught the train into the city then made our 

way to the Adelaide Oval where we waited for the other school students to arrive 

(thousands of students from across Adelaide participated in this event). While we waited, 

we were entertained by DreamBear the colourful DreamBIG mascot and various roving 

performers including a juggler and Bone Breaking Leo the contortionist.  

 

After a welcome speech and opening address, a student, Hugo de Guzman, confidently 

read us Alpacas with Maracas as part of a National Simultaneous Storytime. Next, we 

sang “We’re All in This Together” which we had 

been practicing for quite some time. Then we 

enjoyed some funky tunes by the band Electric 

Fields…some students even found their rhythm 

and free danced to the beats! After that DreamBear lead the school groups back 

across the bridge, we had a quick lunch stop then it was off to our exhibitions. Each 

exhibition had a limit on the number of students who could attend at any one time so 

we split into two groups. One group went to the Imaginary Architecture exhibition the 

other to the Of all The People In All The World exhibition.  

 

In the Imaginary Architecture exhibition, we walked through a magical city of boxes in complete darkness with only a small 

torch light. At first glance all that could be seen was piles and piles of boxes but upon closer inspection each box had a li ttle 

hole at the top for the light and a spy hole somewhere else so that you could look inside. Peering inside we discovered many 

creative and often humorous dioramas. After a look around the city, students were able to create their own dioramas which 

they then added to the installation for others to enjoy.  

 

The Of all The People In All The World installation used rice grains to bring to life abstract statistics. A team of performers 

weighed out quantities of rice to represent a host of human statistics including the populations of towns and cities, the number 

of people who are born each day and the number of people who die and even the number of AFL members altogether! Each 

rice grain represented one person. This allowed students to engage more deeply with facts and even reflect on their own place 

in the world.  

 

Some very clever ideas indeed! We would like to give 

a big thanks to Mel Milne for organising this 

excursion for us and also to Simmy, Caitlyn, Kelly Klau 

and all the other parents who came along and 

helped out on the day. We were extremely lucky with 

the weather too since it rained the days before and 

the days after our excursion!  
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 “I liked the grains of rice in the exhibition Of All the People, there were A LOT of grains of rice!”  - Luke 

 

“I liked watching Bone Breaking Leo, talking to DreamBear and watching the juggling.” – Noah 

 

“I liked the people who did tricks like the hula-hoops and Bone Breaking Leo.” – Archie 

 

“I enjoyed the Of All the People exhibition where each rice grain represented one person. There were lots of different 

interesting things for example, they had all the AFL members.” – Lachie  

 

“The DreamBIG Festival is a celebration of small voices. Everyone is special in their own way. I enjoyed seeing DreamBear 

the mascot and Bone Breaking Leo.” – Lily  

 

“My favourite part of the Dream Big Festival was going to Imaginary Architecture!” – Chloe 

 

“My favourite part of the excursion was Bone Breaking Leo!” – Lorraine 

 

“My favourite part of the day was free dancing with Amy.” – Rubi  

 

“My favourite part of the DreamBIG excursion was dancing with my best friend, Lottie Klau. We had an awesome time!”- 

Amelie  

 

“I liked doing the boxes when we made what we wanted to make.” – Nathan  

 

“I liked Bone Breaking Leo because he could do stuff that I could not do.” - Aaron  

 

“My favourite part of DreambBIG was the Imaginary Architecture because we got to make a room we loved!” - Aania 

 

“I really liked making the boxes and making things inside of them for other people to look at.” - Nicola 

 

“I really like DreamBear because she was colourful.” - Oliver 

 

“I liked looking in at the boxes in the imagination city.” – Ben  

 

“I really like the rice because it showed the population, each piece of rice was one person.” – Ari 

 

“What I enjoyed most about the DreamBIG Children’s Festival was the cardboard city because you got to see all the 

creations that everyone made and also because we got to create our own.” – Haydia 

 

“My favourite thing in the DreamBIG Festival was the imaginary box city. We all got to make a box and mine was a teacup 

on a table.” - Sophie 

 

“I like that we caught the train from school and that we got to see the giant bear and some jugglers while we waited.” – 

Parth  

 

“My favourite part of the DreamBIG Festival was when I danced freestyle to Electric Fields with Rubi.” – Amy  

 

“I really liked the Of All the People exhibition which showed the population numbers of people but using rice and the 

numbers got HUGE!  - Ivy  

 

“I really liked the DreamBIG excursion because we got to do some craft. First, we saw the imaginary city of boxes then we 

got to make our own. I made a happy birthday one.” – Amaya 

 

“My favourite part of DreamBIG was the music.” - Henry  

 

“My favourite bit of the excursion was dancing with my friends and I also liked looking at the rice.” - Lottie  

 

“I really liked the excursion because I went to this city of boxes. When we went in the city we were given a torch and the 

boxes had a hole in the top for the torch and another spy hole to look through. When you looked inside there was a 

diorama in the box and in one of the boxes was a toilet!”  - Asha 

 

“I liked Bone Breaking Leo, he could turn his shoulders and his arms inside out. I liked the songs and the band and I liked 

the boxes in the imagination city.” – Emma 

 

“My favourite part of DreamBIG was looking in the imaginary city and seeing what was inside.” - Scarlett  

 

“I enjoyed the Imagination Box creation.” - Leon  
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